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16+ ENTRANCE EXAMINATION IN RUSSIAN:  

SAMPLE PAPER 
 

 

Grammar 

  

This is a test of your ability to understand the function of words and phrases in sentences. 

Read the following examples carefully.  

 

Example:  

  

LONDON is the capital of England.  

He (A) liked (B) to go (C) fishing (D) in Maine (E).  

  

In the first sentence, which we shall call the key sentence, ‘LONDON’ is printed in capital 

letters. Which word in the second sentence does the same thing in that sentence as 

‘LONDON’ does in the key sentence? The right answer is the word ‘he’  

(A), because the key sentence is about ‘London’ and the second sentence is about ‘he’ – i.e. 

they are the subjects of their sentences.  

  

Example:  

  

Mary is cutting the APPLE.  

My brother (A) John (B) is beating his (C) dog (D) with a big stick (E).  

  

The right answer is the word ‘dog’ (D), because in the key sentence ‘APPLE’ is the thing 

which is being cut, in the second sentence ‘dog’ is the thing which is being beaten – i.e. they 

are the objects in their sentences.  

  

Now answer the following questions by choosing the letter following the word whose function 

in its sentence most closely resembles the function of the capitalized word in the key 

sentence.  

 

a) My MOTHER arrived home.  

Behind (A) the house (B) but near the forest (C) stood (D) a barn (E).  

  

b) That is the SMALLEST building.  

It is further (A) from your hotel than the one we saw before, but it is the best (B) example of 

earlier (C) dwellings constructed by our (D) former (E) inhabitants.  

  

c) MANY don’t return.  

In the middle (A) of the lake (B) will be found a small (C) island (D) crowned with a single 

tree (E).  

  

d) He saw several insects CRAWLING slowly by.  

As he was walking (A) down the lane, he found (B) himself wondering (C) who had been (D) 

there before he arrived (E).  

  

e) THAT was my biggest mistake.  

Even though these (A) letters (B) arrived before those (C), that (D) has not been answered 

yet (E).  
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f) The cows grew FAT during the summer.  

She raised yellow (A) tulips (B) in her small (C) garden. The storm proved worse (D) as the 

wind (E) became stronger.  

  

g) IF I’M BEING HONEST, it’s hard to say.  

To sum up (A), this product is as efficient as any (B). To be (C) or not to be, that is the 

question (D). To start the engine (E), push this button.  

  

h) He drove FROM Moscow to St Petersburg.  

To (A) be (B) safe, he decided to (C) buy spare parts for (D) any (E) emergency.  

 

 

 

Comprehension  
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Writing 

 

EITHER  

(a) Write a letter in Russian to a new Russian pen-friend telling him/her what you did 

during the summer holidays: e.g. where you went, with whom, what activities you did, 

where and what you ate, whether you enjoyed it, etc.  

OR  

(b) Write an account in Russian of a day in the life of a pupil at your school: e.g. when 

the day begins and ends, what lessons are like, what extra-curricular activities you 

do, what the food is like, school uniform, excursions etc. 

  

In either case write as much as you can in the time available, while at the same time taking 

care to be as accurate as possible in your use of Russian.  
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